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this end not only was actual removal of internal dissen-
sions requisite, but also any appearance of such a thing
must be avoided in the sight of the foreign Powers and of
Germany; that, if we first gained independence of'foreign
influence, we should then be able to move freely in our
internal development, and to organise our institutions in
as liberal or reactionary a manner as should seem right
and fitting; that we might adjourn all domestic questions
until we had secured our national aims abroad. I never
doubted the possibility of giving to the royal power the
strength necessary in order that our clock should be cor-
rectly set at home, provided that we first secured the nec-
essary freedom from without to live as an independent
great nation. Until that should be accomplished I was
ready, if necessary, to pay ' black-mail* to the Opposition,
in order to be in a position in the first place to throw into
the scale our full power, and diplomatically to use the ap-
pearance of this united power and, in case of need, even
to have the possibility of letting loose national revolu-
tionary movements against our enemies.

At a meeting of one of the committees of the Prus-
sian Diet a question was asked by the Progressist party,
and, I suspect, not without knowledge of the efforts of
the Extreme Right, whether the government was prepared
to introduce the Prussian Constitution in the New Prov-
inces. An evasive answer would have aroused, or would
have animated, the distrust of the constitutional parties.
I was firmly convinced that it was imperative not to ob-
struct the development of the German question by any
doubts as to the loyalty of the government to the Consti-
tution ; that every fresh dissension between the govern-
ment and the Opposition would have strengthened the
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